
EDITORIAL  -  March 2022

Over the past few 
years, we have 
all lived through 
ex t raord inary 
times. In our last 

Kibanda Newsletter  
editorial, we high-

lighted the human and 
financial consequences of the Global  
Coronavirus pandemic and the cli-
matic challenges related to global 
warming facing our shared world. 
Since then, we find ourselves res-
ponding to the humanitarian crisis 
and psychosocial trauma inflicted 
on the people of the Ukraine bythe 
Russian Federation invasion of their 
country. This has created the largest 
humanitarian crisis in

Europe since the second World War. 
In addition to the loss of human life, 
the horrific suffering endured by 
those wounded, and the indiscri-
minate destruction of property and 
critical infrastructure, more than

4 million refugees, mainly women 
and children, have had to flee their 
homeland. Moreover, at least 6.5 
million citizens have already been 

internally displaced and disinherited. 
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) 
estimates that Poland has already 
taken in over two million refugees.

The human cost has been enormous 
while nearly 5,000 people have 
already been killed in the siege of 
the southern Ukrainian city of 
Mariupol. It is also estimated that 
90% of the buildings there have 
been damaged and 40% destroyed. 

The Managing Director of Love of 
Neighbor Worldwide, Dr. Dorothea 
Schemer, contacted me recently 
enquiring if they could assist 
any Spiritan project in a country 
neighboring the Ukraine. Kibanda 
was happy to directly link her up 
with the Fr. Marek Myslinski, our 
Polish Provincial. 

If you can help us to support the 
Spiritan response to the plight 
of Ukrainian refugees, you can 
send us a donation with the 
information provided at the end of 
our Newsletter marked ‘Ukrainian 
Refugees Donation” and we will 
ensure that your assistance is 
immediately allocated as intended.

In contrast, this pre-planned edition 
of the Kibanda Newsletter focuses 
on what can be done with limited 
resources in situations where peace 
prevails. Fr. John Wambu, CSSp, the 
Director of Holy Ghost Technical 
College at Makueni in rural Kenya 
writes about the equipping of a 
hostel for female students using 
the theme of: “Kibanda is Making 
the Dreams of Vulnerable Girl’s to 
Count”. 

Likewise, Fr. ChiaTersugh Emmanuel, 
CSSp, the Director of Dhadim  
Catholic Secondary School in 
Ethiopia, draws our attention to a 
“Mattresses and Blankets” project 
aimed to Enhance Inter-Ethnic Under- 
standing and facilitating Access to 
High School Education for pastoralist 
Students in rural Ethiopia. 

The third article is presented by  
Fr. Crispin Mbumba, CSSp, the 
Superior of the Spiritans in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
and takes as its theme a “Tailoring 
Training Program”. He explains 
why a focus on the needs of 
female students at the Daniel 
Brottier Social and Training Center 
in Kinshasa through the recent 
acquisition of sewing machines 
enhances their income generation 
capabilities. These projects are 
examples of the Spiritan emphasis 
on the transformative power of 
education, especially for female 
students who access our formal 
and technical training services. As 
always, we thank you abundantly 
for your continuing support during 
these times of enormous changes in 
our societies.

P. Michael Begley cssp
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I write this article on the 8th of  
March 2022: International Rights 
of Women’s Day! This is a special 
day that is dedicated to the 
beauty, diversity, and achievement 

of women all over the world. But 
writing from Kenya, its perhaps a day 

to pause and reflect on the continued 
brutality and inequality among women.

Today, I focus my attention to the just concluded 
project of equipping a girls’ hostel with beds and 
beddings for vulnerable girls and mother. The project 
is aimed at enabling them to obtain training at Holy 
Ghost Congregation Technical College in Sultan Hamud 
in Kenya.

The project is situated within the highly marginalized 
and semi-arid Eastern part of Kenya. The lives of the 
people here are marred with challenges like poverty, 
high levels of HIV/AIDs prevalence, conflict over 
limited water and other resources and food insecurity. 
Women and girls suffer more especially with issues of 
gender-based, forced early marriages, Female Genital 
Mutilation, and denial of basic rights like education. It 
is saddening to note that such injustices happen with 
high levels of open impunity, and often taken to be the 
normal way of life.

This hostel project is enabling girls to attain training 
at the Holy Ghost Congregation Technical College in a 
safe and environment. Besides training on skills, issues 
regarding human rights and avenues of seeking justice 
are also highlighted in the institution.

As we work towards changing the plight of women in our 
missions, we are grateful to KIBANDA for their support 
in form of donation, technical support in formulating 
proposals and linking us with relevant donor partners, 
especially Love of Neighbor Worldwide, PMK (Germany) 
and the Cologne Diocese which funded the construction  
of house for nuns and staff who will be training, 
mentoring, and supporting these girls and women.

Donations from KIBANDA has also enabled us to come 
construct water harvesting tanks for this project. To 
use the words of Kenyan actress at Hollywood, Lupita 
Nyongo, KIBANDA is “making dreams of vulnerable girls 
to count”.

Fr. John Wambu, CSSp,  
Director of Holy Ghost Technical College

The main reason why the Spiritans 
decided to support the activities 
of the Social Centre was to train 
young girls from this neighborhood 
who are victims of many ills. This 
structure aims to promote the 

training, supervision, and education 
of young girls in literacy with an 

emphasis on learning trades. The main 
mission of our Centre is to restore and improve 

the tarnished image of women and girls in this 
neighborhood. More than one hundred and twenty 
women have already been trained since the Centre 
opened. After more than ten years of operation, the 
sewing machines had become obsolete and were 
breaking down at any time.

In 2021, we obtained funding from CSECD Kibanda, 
which enabled us to purchase new sewing machines 
for the Centre. With this acquisition, the number of 

enrollments has increased. After pur-
chasing the new machines, we adapted 
the training cycle. We proceeded with the 
six-month accelerated training in cutting 
and sewing. At the end of the training, the 
trainees were able to make clothes to sell 
to the public.

Our Centre also supports women who 
are training to become beauticians. This 
training cycle attracts many candidates  
but, because of a lack of funds to contri- 
bute  to the running costs of the school,  
they end up stopping the training.

Fr. Crispin Mbumba CSSp, Provincial of DRC

KIBANDA.... Making the Dreams of Vulnerable Girls to Count in Kenya

A Sewing Machine Project at The Daniel Brottier Social Centre in Kinshasa (DRC)

John Wambu

Crispin Mbumba



Enhancing Inter-Ethnic Understanding and Facilitating Access to High School 
Education for Pastoralist students in a rural area (ETHIOPIA)

The above project gives me the 
opportunity to share with you, the 
readers of the Kibanda Newsletter, 
something about the importance 
of taking small steps in a difficult 

operational environment. After 
Nigeria, Ethiopia is the second 

most populous country in Africa with 
a youthful population of 82 million while 80% live in 
rural areas. With the arrival of the Congregation of the 
Holy Spirit (Spiritans) in Ethiopia 50 years ago, one of  
key priorities was “empowerment through education”.

A year later, Dhadim Catholic High School was esta-
blished in 1973, initially at nursery/kindergarten and 
elementary levels. In fact, during the 1970’s, the quest 
for education was low due to the relative stability of the 
traditional pastoralist lifestyle of the local populations. 
From the beginning, the focus was on the provision of 
nursery, and elementary education and eventually the 
need for high school education emerged, not just for 
the Borana but also for the surrounding Burji, Garba, 
Guji, Konso and Oromo ethnic populations.

Our school is located at Yabello in a remote pastoralist 
area inhabited by Borana nomadic communities of 
Southern Ethiopia. The Borana Zone is one of 18 zones 
of the Oromia regional states and has a population of 
1.2 million people living across 13 districts referred to 
locally as woredas. These are in turn divided into 265 
kebelés or peasant associations. The territory is an arid 
and semi-arid (ASAL) with an average rainfall typically 
between 500-650 mm. The landmass is estimated to be 
56,000 square kms while the altitude ranges between 
500-2500 meters above sea level with 70% of this is 
lowland, 20% mid-highland terrain and the remaining 
10% is highland.

The various ethnic groups have traditionally followed 
either a pastoralist or agro-pastoralist lifestyle but in 
recent years, successive droughts have resulted in 
considerable losses of livestock and crop failures.

Changed climatic conditions have also challenged 
the traditional coping strategies of the pastoralist 
populations we serve. In parallel with such realities, the 
school enrolments across all age groups have increased 
while we currently have 780 students enrolled. We are 
proud of the gender balance as 307 of our students are 
girls while 473 are boys.

Recently, with technical support from Kibanda and 
financial assistance from the Spiritan Office for Mission 
Advancement (SOMA) at Houston in the USA, we 
managed to procure new beds and mattresses for our 
72 male students who stay at our hostel during the 
academic year. We are presently at the planning phase 
to construct a hostel for the female population who 
requires a similar service to better cater for girls who 
wish to access our School but also live long distances 
from Yabello.

We are also most grateful for the various projects that 
Kibanda have previously funded or otherwise supported 
through their contacts with funding agencies. Such 
projects will allow us to provide a safe and supportive 
living environment for new generations of students from 
multiple ethnic backgrounds to secure a quality educa-
tion while breaking down traditional inter-ethnic barriers  
and promoting trust during their formative years.

Fr. Chia Tersugh Emmanuel, CSSp
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The Kibanda Newsletter Goes Electronic!
To be more environmentally friendly and to reduce growing printing and mailing costs, our Kibanda Newsletter 
is switching from a hardcopy publication to an electronic circulation format. 
Therefore, this will be our last edition of the Kibanda newsletter in paper format. 
Some of you have given me your e-mail address and will already receive this letter in electronic form only. 
However, many of our subscribers may also want to receive the next Newsletter by e-mail and if so, please send 
your e-mail address to: kibandadirector@gmail.com. Once we receive this, we will happily include you on our 
electronic mailing list.

Renewal of the Kibanda Website
Check out our new website at www.kibanda.be! We have been working hard on it lately with assistance from 
e-catholic and Ray Sylvester at SOMA at Houston in the USA. You will find the 2021 Kibanda Annual Report and the 
2021 Annual Financial Report posted and much more information on our developmental activities there. Our 
2021 Activity Report will give you a detailed overview on our achievements and challenges during 2021.

Prayer Intentions
If you have any prayer intentions, you can send them to Kibanda with details using the following email: 
kibandadirector@gmail.com. We will pass them on to one of our communities of elders who will pray for your 
intentions, as requested. 
This will be an additional way for them to continue their Mission after they retire from active field service.

MICHAEL, WE WILL MISS YOU!
Taking over the torch of the Kibanda Association after the departure of Father Michael, I wish to thank him for 
his professional commitment to our association for the past three years.
During his tenure of service, he had to make challenging transitional decisions and in doing so, he gave Kibanda 
a new impetus and prepared it to grow. I mention here some of his outstanding contributions:

- The many successfully supported projects that Kibanda received and facilitated through our intermediation 
services,

- Public relations with Spiritans overseas, with partner organizations in Europe and the USA, especially with 
SOMA, an American Spiritan Development Agency,

- Greater visibility of Kibanda through the renewed website in collaboration with Mr. Ray Sylvester of SOMA.
-  The development of necessary policies and procedures to streamline our public accountability and 

transparency requirements.
-  The stabilization of Kibana’s finances and the transitioning to its new office in Anderlecht (Brussels).

brother Christian Roberti cssp, interim manager

U P D A T E S  A N D  N E W S  F R O M  K I B A N D A

News from the A.G.M.of Kibanda
Dear Friends,
Kibanda held its online general assembly on February 22nd, 2022. 
Two new members were admitted: Fr Patrice Gasser, Provincial of Switzerland and representative of the European 
Provincials, and Fr Emmanuel Tomfiah, the new Provincial of Belgium.
Father Michael Begley, CSSp has just completed his term of office as Executive Director of our European Spiritan 
Centre for Cooperation and Development and is being replaced on an interim basis by myself until the European 
Provincials identify and appoint a new Director.
To avoid a potential conflict of interest, I have resigned as Chairman of Kibanda, and this position is now provisionally vacant.
The Annual Activity and Financial reports for 2021 as the 2022 budget were approved.


